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1. Reading. Read the text. Are the statements TRUE or FALSE?
Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare
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Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy written by a famous English playwright William Shakespeare in the late 16th century. 

The play is set in Verona in Italy. There are two powerful and wealthy families in Verona – the Montagues and the Capulets. They are sworn enemies and hate each other. 

Romeo is the son of Montague, while Juliet is the daughter of Capulet. They fall in love with each other and decide to love each other in spite of their families’ hate. 


Friar Laurence helps them to marry secretly, because he hopes to reconcile both families with the wedding.

But Juliet’s cousin Tybalt challenges Romeo to a duel. Tybalt dies and Romeo is exiled from Verona. Juliet’s father want her to marry Count Paris, so she asks Friar Laurence for help again. He offers her a drug that will put her into a deathlike coma for forty-two hours. 


She takes the drug and everyone believes that she is dead. She ends up in a family crypt. Friar Laurence sends a messenger to Romeo to tell him about their plan, but the messenger doesn’t reach Romeo. Romeo finds out about Juliet’s death and buys a poison for himself.


In the end he visits her family crypt. When he sees her seemingly dead body, he drinks the poison. Juliet wakes up from her deathlike sleep only to find Romeo dead. She takes his dagger and stabs herself to death. 


When both the Montagues and the Capulets find out the truth about the lovers, they decide to end their conflict.

Statements:
	1. William Shakespeare lived in 18th century. ____
	5. Friar Laurence doesn’t want to help Romeo and Juliet. ____

	2. The Montagues love the Capulets. ____
	6. Juliet dies from poison. ____

	3. Romeo is the son of Capulet. ____
	7. Romeo takes the poison. ____

	4. Tybalt is Juliet’s cousin. ____
	8. In the end both families start a great war. ____


2. Use your dictionary and find out what these words mean.
	playwright – 
	secretly – 
	reach – 

	sworn – 
	reconcile – 
	seemingly – 

	in spite of – 
	friar – 
	dagger – 


3. Translate the extract from the famous „Balcony Scene“. Work in pairs and act out the scene.
	Romeo:

He laughs at the scars of love when he’s never felt love’s pain. 

Quiet! What light breaks through that window?

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun rising!

Arise, fair sun, and kill the jealous moon,

Who is already sick and pale with grief,

That you, her maid, are far more beautiful than she is.

It is my lady; O, it is my love!

O, I wish she knew that she was my love!

Juliet:

Ah me!

Romeo:

She speaks.

O, speak again, bright angel!

Juliet:

O Romeo, Romeo! Why are you Romeo?

Deny your father and refuse to be called by your name;

Or, if you won’t, swear you are my love,

And I'll no longer be called a Capulet.

It’s only your name that is my enemy.
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4. Match the titles of Shakespeare’s plays.
	The Tempest
	Sen noci svatojánské

	The Merry Wives of Windsor
	Komedie omylů

	The Merchant of Venice
	Jak se vám líbí

	A Midsummer Night’s Dream
	Zimní pohádka

	The Winter’s Tale
	Zkrocení zlé ženy

	As You Like It
	Veselé paničky windsorské

	The Taming of the Shrew
	Bouře

	The Comedy of Errors
	Kupec benátský


5. Problem solving. What would you do if you were Romeo / Juliet?
If I were ___________ I would (I’d) _________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
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